SECTION ONE APPENDIX: SUPPLY

Table 1.1: Key housing supply indicators 2008-09 to 2025-26
Description of the data
Table 1.1 compares key housing supply indicators for Northern Ireland, Great Britain and the Republic of Ireland. Data appearing in the table are obtained from the sources detailed below.
Northern Ireland
Mid-year population estimates for Northern Ireland have been obtained from the Demography section in the Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency (NISRA) website at the following link: Population Estimates. 
The link also provides information regarding the methodology used.
Data on average household size are taken from the Family Resources Survey (FRS). This survey collects detailed information on the incomes and circumstances of private households from April to March each year. The survey has been carried out in Great Britain since 1992, but 2002-03 saw the introduction of Northern Ireland for the first time. For the 2024-25 financial year approximately 1,700 households in Northern Ireland were interviewed for the Family Resources Survey. Data collection in 2020-21 and 2021-22 was impacted by COVID-19 restrictions resulting in a substantial reduction in the number of interviews achieved. It is recommended that users exercise additional caution when using the data for 2020-21 and 2021-22. The survey contains information which is of interest to researchers and analysts from a wide range of disciplines in both the public and private sectors. The database can be accessed through the UK Data Archive.
Further information on the survey can be found at the following link:
Family Resources Survey 
Housing stock data are taken from Table 1.2 and new dwellings starts and completion data are taken from Tables 1.7 and 1.8 of this publication. Refer to the relevant table in this section for further information.
[bookmark: OLE_LINK4][bookmark: OLE_LINK5]Great Britain
Population estimates for Great Britain are obtained from the Office for National Statistics (ONS) at the following link: Population Estimates 
Details of the methodology used are also provided.
Data on average household size are taken from the Family Resources Survey (FRS). This survey collects detailed information on the incomes and circumstances of private households from April to March each year. The survey has been carried out in Great Britain since 1992, but 2002-03 saw the introduction of Northern Ireland for the first time. In 2024-25, close to 16,300 households in Great Britain were interviewed. Data collection in 2020-21 and 2021-22 was impacted by COVID-19 restrictions resulting in a substantial reduction in the number of interviews achieved. It is recommended that users exercise additional caution when using the data for 2020-21 and 2021-22. The survey contains information which is of interest to researchers and analysts from a wide range of disciplines in both the public and private sectors. The database can be accessed through the UK Data Archive.
The latest United Kingdom version of the survey can be found at the following link: Family Resources Survey

The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) publish housing stock and house building statistics. Housing stock statistics for Great Britain were previously obtained from Table 102 at the following link: Live Tables on Dwelling Stock. 
Details of relevant notes and definitions can be located at the following link: 
Dwelling stock data: notes and definitions
Housing stock statistics for Great Britain have been revised from 2011/12 onwards using ONS Dwelling stock by tenure statistics and can be found at the following link: 
Dwelling stock by tenure, UK - Office for National Statistics 
Details of relevant notes and definitions are also provided at the above link.
House building statistics for Great Britain are obtained from Table 1f at the following link:  
UK Housebuilding Permanent Dwellings Started and Completed
Details of relevant notes and definitions are also provided at the above link.
Republic of Ireland
Republic of Ireland population estimates are obtained from the Central Statistics Office Ireland (CSO) via “Stats Bank” (their main dissemination service) at the following link:
Population Estimates 
Housing stock statistics for the Republic of Ireland are obtained from the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage at the following link- Latest House Building and Private Rented Statistics (under Housing Stock):
Private Housing Market Statistics 
Please note that this link only provides data for stock up to 2021 as the Census is now the source for official housing stock figures.
New dwelling completion statistics for the Republic of Ireland are obtained from the Central Statistics Office Ireland (CSO) at the following link: 
New Dwelling Completions
New dwelling starts statistics for the Republic of Ireland are obtained from the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage at the following link- 
Latest House Building and Private Rented Statistics (under BCMS Total residential units commenced). 
Table 1.2: Total housing stock by local government district 2008-2026
Table 1.4: Number of dwellings by type and local government district – April 2026
Tables 1.2 and 1.4 provide information on housing stock in Northern Ireland which is published by Land and Property Services at the following link: Housing Stock Statistics



Data Quality
Relevance
Land & Property Services maintains Valuation Lists for all Domestic and Non-Domestic properties in Northern Ireland for the purposes of rating.  Data is produced at Northern Ireland level and for each local government district. 
In line with the Rates Order (NI) 1977, Housing Stock is defined as a count of properties which are valued as domestic or mixed for the purposes of rating. This refers to properties in the Valuation List which are used for the purposes of a private1 dwelling.  This excludes Caravans, Domestic Garages, Domestic Stores and Car Parking Spaces.
1Private refers to a self-contained dwelling and not the ownership or build type of the dwelling. Housing Stock includes both social sector and private sector dwellings in the Valuation List.
There are a variety of users of the data: government, economic analysts, the media, academics and the general public. 
Within government Housing Stock data may be used in policy formation, evaluation and in response to Assembly Questions.
Accuracy
Housing Stock data is sourced from the NI Domestic Valuation List.  The Valuation List is as close as possible to a census of all properties in Northern Ireland, therefore there is no sampling error associated with the data.  The Valuation List information is held in an administrative IT system named Assessment Office (AO).  This is a live system and LPS Statistics Branch takes snapshots of the information at a point in time.  The quality of the data is very good as it is generated directly from the official record of the Valuation List. 
Processing errors:
Processing errors happen when mistakes occur in the implementation of the administrative and statistical methods used to produce the results. Where a revision is due to human error, this is clearly stated in the revisions section of the published LPS statistics report. 
Measurement errors:
Property characteristic fields in AO may contain inaccurate values. LPS Statistics Branch has developed a range of validation checks to identify potential inaccuracies. These are highlighted to Valuation staff and corrected on AO.  
Provision of revised data:
LPS Statistics Branch checks all data carefully before publication to ensure a high level of quality.  However, as the figures are extracted from a live system on a particular date, they may change as a result of ongoing validation and updates by the system administrators. The LPS Housing Stock web page shows when the data was last updated or revised.  
Timeliness and Punctuality
Housing Stock figures showing the position at the beginning of April each year are published annually in June.  Data downloads from the Domestic Valuation List were created for the first time in 2007-08. Some historic figures could only be produced to show the position at the beginning of May of the particular year.  This is clearly stated in a footnote in the table.  
All data so far have been released on the planned publication date.  In the unlikely event of a change to the planned release of data in June, a note giving the reason for the change would be placed on the website as soon as possible along with the expected new release date, as set out in the Code of Practice for Statistics. 
Accessibility and Clarity
The Housing Stock data is provided in Excel format via the Department of Finance website and is available for download Housing Stock Statistics. The document contains tables and text to conform to the Code of Practice for Statistics. There is a notes section which contains definitions and limitations of the data and details of the revisions policy.  
Coherence and Comparability
There are two sources of housing stock data in Northern Ireland: Land & Property Services Valuation List and the Northern Ireland Housing Executive House Condition Survey.  There are differences in the data published from each source as there are differences in the data collection methods and methodology used.  Therefore, the LPS Housing Stock figures are not directly comparable with the NIHE House Condition Survey dwelling stock estimates.  
For completeness the NIHE House Condition Survey is available at House Condition Survey 2016.
Housing Stock information is available for Northern Ireland and each of the Local Government Districts within NI on a comparable basis from 2008-2026.
Trade-offs between Output Quality Components
The main users want the figures to be available as soon as possible after the period to which they refer. LPS publish the estimates as soon as validation and quality assurance is completed. As a result, revisions are an inevitable consequence of the trade-off between timeliness and accuracy.
Assessment of User Needs and Perceptions
Housing Stock data was first published by LPS in June 2015 and known users of LPS housing statistics were informed of the new statistical series by email.  LPS Statistics Branch welcomes feedback from all users and users can contact the branch e-mail at LPS.ValuationStatistics@finance-ni.gov.uk. The contact details are provided on the LPS section of the Department of Finance website and in the published LPS Housing Stock document.  
Performance, Cost and Respondent Burden
The process of producing the housing stock statistics is carried out in-house by LPS and is a by-product of other statistical analysis.  The data used are collected for a different official purpose and therefore there are no data collection costs attributable to the housing stock figures.  
Confidentiality Transparency and Security
The data are held on a network that is accredited to the security level of the data and is accessible only to LPS staff involved in the production process. During the publication process all hard copies of interim results are locked away or securely disposed of.
LPS staff are trained and reminded of the protocols for ensuring the data remain confidential. This covers physical security, IT security and data disclosure issues. 




Table 1.2a Estimated stock of dwellings by Tenure and Local Government District
Data Sources
These figures provide the estimated number of dwellings in Northern Ireland by tenure for 2025. 
Data appearing in the table are obtained from the sources detailed below.
Total Housing Stock – Department for Finance, Land and Property Services
Northern Ireland Housing Executive (NIHE) Social Housing Stock
Northern Ireland Housing Associations Housing Stock provided by the Northern Ireland Federation of Housing Associations (NIFHA)
Northern Ireland Census 2021, NISRA
Methodology
Total Housing Stock – Land & Property Services maintains Valuation Lists for all Domestic and Non-Domestic properties in Northern Ireland for the purposes of rating. Data is produced at Northern Ireland level and for each local Government District within Northern Ireland.
In line with the Rates Order (NI) 1977, Housing Stock is defined as a count of properties which are valued as domestic or mixed for the purposes of rating. This refers to properties in the Valuation List which are used for the purposes of a private1 dwelling. This excludes Caravans, Domestic Garages, Domestic Stores and Car Parking Spaces.
1Private refers to a self-contained dwelling and not the ownership or build type of the dwelling. Housing Stock includes both social sector and private sector dwellings in the Valuation List.
Total Occupied Housing Stock - The estimated number of occupied dwellings is calculated by subtracting the unoccupied households from the Total housing stock. The unoccupied households are estimated by using the proportion of households with no usual residents from the Northern Ireland Census 2021 compared to the Total Housing Stock in 2021.
Social Housing Stock – This is made up of Northern Ireland Housing Executive and Northern Ireland Housing Association stock.
The Social housing stock total is subtracted from the total occupied housing stock to give an estimate of occupied privately owned stock.
Owner occupied, Private Rented and Lives Rent Free - Northern Ireland Census 2021 tenure breakdown figures are used to estimate the proportion of privately owned, occupied dwellings that are owner occupied, privately rented or lived in rent free.
All calculations at each stage are produced at Northern Ireland and Local Government district level.  Figures are rounded to the nearest hundred. 



[bookmark: _Hlk120096773]Table 1.3: Household tenure 2012-13 to 2024-25
Description of the data
The information contained in Table 1.3 is derived from the Northern Ireland (NI) Family Resources Survey (FRS). The FRS collects detailed information on various household characteristics from approximately 2,000 households annually. Information from approximately 1,700 households was collected in 2024/25. Households interviewed in the survey are asked a wide range of questions about their circumstances. Although some of the information collected is available elsewhere, the FRS provides new or much more detailed information in a number of areas and brings some topics together on one survey.
Data Quality
Relevance
Although the NI FRS was designed with the Department for Communities (DfC) needs specifically in mind, it also contains information that is of interest to other government departments and outside researchers. The database from which it is derived is deposited at the United Kingdom Data Archive (UKDA) and is available directly to other government departments such as Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs (HMRC). The fieldwork for the survey in NI is managed by DfC and is currently carried out by the Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency (NISRA). The fieldwork for the survey in GB is undertaken by a consortium made up of the ONS and NatCen Social Research.
The data collected focuses on income, housing costs and circumstances of household members, such as whether someone gives or receives care or has childcare costs. Questions address areas relevant to DfC policy. Although primary users of FRS data remain within the DfC, the survey is also used outside the Department. External organisations using the FRS include HMRC, Department for Work and Pensions (DWP), and Office for National Statistics (ONS). 
Accessibility and Clarity
Information from the FRS is published on the DfC website: Family resources survey and poverty analysis | Department for Communities (communities-ni.gov.uk)
Annual reports, Quality and Methodology documents, and Supporting Data tables are all available in accessible formats and conform to the Code of Practice for Statistics. 
The dataset is provided to other government departments on request. Researchers and analysts outside government can also access the data through the UKDA.
Accuracy
Rounding - Figures have been rounded to the nearest thousand or percentage point. Individual figures have been rounded independently; therefore, the sum of component items will not necessarily equal the totals shown. Care must be taken when referring to figures based on an individual cell.
Survey coverage - The FRS covers private households in the UK. Therefore, individuals in nursing or retirement homes, for example, will not be included. This means that figures relating to the most elderly individuals may not be representative of the UK population, as many of those at this age will have moved into homes where they can receive more frequent help.
Information on data collection - In NI the sampling and fieldwork (including interviews of re-issued cases) for the survey are carried out by the Central Survey Unit (CSU) at NISRA. The responsibilities for programming the survey questionnaire, making annual modifications, initial data processing and data delivery are retained within ONS and NatCen.
Before interviewers visit the selected addresses, a letter is sent to the occupier explaining that they have been chosen for the survey and that an interviewer will call. The letter also explains that the survey relies on the voluntary co-operation of respondents and emphasises that information given in the interview will be treated in the strictest confidence and used only for research and statistical analysis purposes. As a token of appreciation and to encourage participation, a £10 Post Office voucher is included with the letter.
The main face-to-face contact with respondents is via doorstep contact. If contact is not made on the first attempt, the interviewer is required to make additional calls to an address. These calls must be made at different times of the day and on different days of the week.
Validation, Editing, Conversion and Imputation - In addition to unit non-response, where a household does not participate, a problem inherent in all large surveys is item non-response. This occurs when a household agrees to give an interview, but either does not know the answer to certain questions or refuses to answer them. This does not prevent them being classified as fully co-operating households because there is enough known data to be of good use to the analyst.
The fact that the FRS allows missing values in the data collection can create problems for users, so missing values are imputed where appropriate. The policy is that for variables that are components of key derived variables, such as total household income and housing costs, and areas key to the work of the DfC and DWP, such as benefit receipt, there should be no missing information in the final data.
In addition to imputation, prior to publication FRS data are put through several stages of validation and editing. This ensures the final data presented to the public are as accurate as possible. Further information on the stages in the validation, editing, conversion and imputation process can be found at the following link - Family Resources Survey: Quality and Methodology Information Report 2024/25
Reliability of Estimates - All survey estimates have a sampling error attached to them, calculated from the variability of the observations in the sample. From this, a margin of error (confidence interval) is derived. It is this confidence interval, rather than the estimate itself, that is used to make statements about the likely ‘true’ value in the population; specifically, to state the probability that the true value will be found between the upper and lower limits of the confidence interval. In general, a confidence interval of the estimate plus or minus two standard errors is used to state, with 95 per cent confidence, that the true value falls within that interval. A small margin of error will result in a narrow interval, and hence a more precise estimate of where the true value lies.
In addition to sampling errors, consideration should also be given to non-sampling errors. Sampling errors arise through the process of random sampling and the influence of chance. Non-sampling errors arise from the introduction of some systematic bias in the sample as compared to the population it is supposed to represent. As well as response bias, such biases include inappropriate definition of the population, misleading questions, data input errors or data handling problems – in fact any factor that might lead to the survey results systematically misrepresenting the population. There is no simple control or measurement for such non-sampling errors, although the risk can be minimised through careful application of the appropriate survey techniques from the questionnaire and sample design stages through to analysis of results.
Timeliness 
The FRS runs on a financial year cycle (April-March). 
Coherence and Comparability 
FRS data has been collected annually since 2002-03, enabling analysis of long-term trends. However, the introduction of administratively linked benefits data in 2024-25 represents a change in data collection methodology that may impact comparability with estimates from earlier years.
Care should be taken in reaching any conclusions based on 2020-21 data. Data collection in 2020-21 was impacted by COVID-19 restrictions resulting in a heavily reduced sample size. This has led to additional uncertainty around the estimates, particularly for smaller groups.
Table 1.5: Affordable Housing by Local Government District
Description of the data
Table 1.5 provides a breakdown of Affordable Housing Stock within Northern Ireland broken down by local government district. 
Data Sources
Data appearing in the table are obtained from the sources detailed below.
NIHE Stock - Northern Ireland Housing Executive (NIHE)
Housing Association Stock - Northern Ireland Federation of Housing Associations (NIFHA)
Co-ownership Homes - provided by Co-ownership
Affordable Housing Definition
The definition of affordable housing in Northern Ireland was adopted in April 2021. 
“Affordable housing is:
a) Social rented housing; or
b) Intermediate housing for sale; or
c) Intermediate housing for rent
that is provided outside of the general market, for those whose needs are not met by the market. Affordable housing which is funded by Government must remain affordable or alternatively there must be provision for the public subsidy to be repaid or recycled in the provision of new affordable housing.”
Affordable housing is available to households who otherwise could not house themselves, for example, because they would struggle to afford the cost of housing in the open market, or they need a specific type of house which is not commonly available. It is provided outside the general market and is therefore not available to households who can meet their own housing needs without government support.
Affordable homes are delivered via specially designed products, such as those detailed below, which are operated according to specific criteria to ensure that, where government funding is provided, it is targeted based on objective need. The criteria are specific to each product. For instance, the allocation of social rented housing is governed by the Housing Selection Scheme.
Government funded affordable housing should remain affordable for future eligible households. However, where this is not possible, arrangements will be put in place for government funding to be repaid or recycled to support the provision of further affordable housing for future households.


Social rented housing
Social rented housing is housing provided at an affordable rent by a Registered Housing Association; that is, one which is registered and regulated by the Department for Communities as a social housing provider. Social rented accommodation should be available to households in housing need and is offered in accordance with the Housing Selection Scheme, administered by the Northern Ireland Housing Executive, which prioritises households who are living in unsuitable or insecure accommodation.
Intermediate housing
Shared ownership
Shared ownership housing helps households who can afford a small mortgage, but that are not able to afford to buy a property outright. The property is split between part ownership by the householder and part renting from the housing provider. The proportion of property ownership and renting can vary depending on householder circumstances and preferences.
Co-Ownership is the regional provider of Shared Ownership in Northern Ireland. Co-Ownership is a not-for-profit organisation operated by the Northern Ireland Co-Ownership Housing Association (NICFA).  Co-Ownership offers what is referred to as a do-it-yourself shared ownership product (DIYSO). The customer chooses the home they wish to purchase through Co-Ownership. The home can be a new build or an existing home and can be located anywhere in Northern Ireland. They currently offer two products; Co-Own and Co-own for over 55s. 
Intermediate rent
The Department for Communities developed an Intermediate Rent policy in 2023, which sets the framework for the development of more high quality, long-term, affordable rented housing with support services.
The Department for Communities has provided Financial Transactions Capital Loan funding to help stimulate the delivery of the first Affordable Rent homes in Northern Ireland. An open competition for funding identified Maple and May as the recipient of this funding and as the first Affordable Rent provider in Northern Ireland. 
The first Affordable Rent homes were open to applications in Summer 2026 and over time will be available in a number of locations across Northern Ireland. Stock of Intermediate Rent/Affordable Rent homes will be available in future publications as more homes are constructed and made available.
Table 1.6: Unfitness and basic amenities 1991 to 2023
Data Quality
Relevance
Table 1.6 reports on House Condition Survey data. This survey of housing stock across all tenures and house types is carried out by the Northern Ireland Housing Executive. It is the most comprehensive source of information on the housing stock in Northern Ireland. In 2021 a HCS User Engagement Group was set up to ensure that the survey and analysis meets users’ needs.
Users of this table are those with an interest in the housing sector; including government officials, the voluntary sector, charities, the private sector and others. 
Accessibility and Clarity
The NI House Condition Survey was assessed for compliance with the Code of Practice for Statistics between 2016 and 2018 and was awarded National Statistic status from the UK Statistics Authority on the 29 May 2018. The HCS methodology, survey process, report and tabular analysis, were included in the assessment.
Following a consultation process and in order to better meet the needs of NIHCS statistics users, the Housing Executive moved away from the publication of a 'main report' and instead published the preliminary report followed by a series of shorter, themed reports based on the NIHCS 2023. The aim of this was to make it easier for users to find the key messages. 
The annual Northern Ireland Housing Statistics report, published by the DfC, includes HCS findings as tables and are available in pdf, open source and Word format. Requests for the information in different formats can be made by contacting the Department for Communities. 
The House Condition Survey 2023: household profile report and accompanying tables are available to download from the Housing Executive web site:
House Condition Survey reports - Northern Ireland Housing Executive
The report is available in ‘accessible’ format. Tables are available in Excel. 
Accuracy
The Northern Ireland House Condition Survey (HCS) is a survey based on a stratified random disproportionate sample of 5,000 dwellings. The House Condition Survey Steering Group provides guidance in relation to sample size and design while working within the constraints of the budget. The published data provide estimates for the Northern Ireland housing stock based on this sample. The sampling was completed in two stages.
The first stage involved including all the full surveys completed as part of the 2016 HCS (resample: 1,918 surveys).
The second stage was a fresh random sample of 3,077 properties selected by council area to ensure that each total (fresh and resample) added to 333. In Belfast City Council Area, a total of 1,332 households were selected (333 in each sub-sector: North, East, South and West Belfast). In addition, the Causeway Coast and Glens council area was divided into two areas (Moyle and Limavady areas) with the intention to allow for more detailed information on holiday homes in Northern Ireland. The fresh sample frame, in 2023, was the NISRA address register (NAR), which had been subject to extensive quality assurance and validation for the 2021 Northern Ireland census. 
Weighting and grossing translates the information gathered in a sample survey and translates it into figures that reflect the real world. The weighting and grossing process reflects the separate stages of sampling and the survey process.
The gross response rate, for the 2023 Survey, was 38%. Where comparisons are made, particularly between current and previous years, potential sample error is calculated to determine whether there are real differences.  This helps to ensure statistics are robust.
Quality assurance (QA) checks are carried out by the producers/suppliers of the administrative data which is used to select the sample for the NIHCS. QA checks are also carried out at various stages of the survey by the Housing Executive’s Research Unit, Building Research Establishment (BRE) and by NIHCS supervisors. The Housing Executive has produced a document which sets out the quality assurances processes carried out at each stage of the survey. It has also produced a background quality report which examines the quality of the NIHCS in terms of relevance, accuracy and reliability, timeliness and punctuality, accessibility and clarity, and coherence and comparability. Both documents are available on the Housing Executive’s website: 
NIHCS statistics quality information - Northern Ireland Housing Executive
Timeliness
Field work for the 2023 House Condition Survey was carried out between May and October (2023). Preliminary key findings were published on the Housing Executive web site in January 2026. The Northern Ireland House Condition Survey 2023: household profile report was published on 25 June 2026. There are a series of checks and processes in place to ensure the timeliness and punctuality of NIHCS statistics.
This is in line with producers of other national House Condition Surveys in England and Scotland.
Coherence and Comparability
The Northern Ireland House Condition Survey is produced with the assistance of the Building Research Establishment in London (BRE). This ensures comparability (as far as possible) of survey questions, methodology and key findings with other House Condition Surveys conducted in England, Wales and Scotland.
The NIHCS surveyors receive the same training as the English surveyors, this reduces surveyor variability.
Many aspects of the form remain the same over time to allow longitudinal analysis. 
The number of household types has been reduced because of smaller samples over time. However, previous years have been recoded so longitudinal analysis is still possible.
Household types were classified into three groups as follows:
Adult Households – which consists of the following categories:
Lone Adult
One adult below pensionable age (65).
Two Adults
Two people, related or unrelated, below pensionable age (65).
Large Adult
Three or more adults, related or unrelated, and no dependent children aged under 16.
Households with children - which consists of the following categories:
Lone Parent
One adult living with one or more dependent children aged under 16.
Small Family
Two adults, related or unrelated, living with one or two dependent children aged under 16.
Large Family
Two adults, related or unrelated, living with three or more dependent children aged under 16; OR three or more adults living with one or more dependent children aged under 16.
Older Households - which consists of the following categories:
Two Person Older 
Two people, related or unrelated, at least one of whom is of pensionable age (65 plus).
Lone Older
One person of pensionable age or older (65).
It should be noted that in the 2016 House Condition Survey the pension age for females changed to 65. This mainly affected the small group of females (aged 60 to 64) who are now below pension age. This should be taken into consideration when comparing with previous results.
Table 1.7: Building control new dwelling starts by development type 2010-2026
Table1.8: Building control new dwelling completions by development type 2010-2026
Description of the data
Tables 1.7 and 1.8 provide information relating to Building Control new dwelling starts and completions published by Land and Property Services (LPS). 
Building Control Starts and Completions 
Land & Property Services (LPS) receives information from Building Control in each council in Northern Ireland. This information contains the number of recorded new domestic dwellings started and completed.
Each council collects information from the applications for building control, and this information is stored in the building control database provided by IDOX. LPS have access to the database and extract the information on a monthly/quarterly basis for the purposes of maintenance of the Valuation List and statistical analysis.  
For further details see: Building Control NI. 
The date of a new dwelling start is the date on which the first building control inspection takes place. The date of a new dwelling completion is the date on which the building control completion inspection takes place.
Building control defines a property as complete when, further to final inspection being carried out, as far as can be ascertained, the property is in compliance with NI Building Regulations and a certificate is issued. 
Data Quality
Relevance
Information on building control new dwellings starts and completions, covering the whole of Northern Ireland, are of interest to anyone with an interest in the housing market.  The data are used by government policy makers, economic commentators, business organisations, academics and others.
Accessibility and clarity
LPS publish new dwelling starts and completions data on a quarterly basis, including breakdowns by the 11 District Councils. The time series goes back to 2005. Publication is usually 6 weeks after the end of the quarter and the data is available in electronic format on their website: 
New Dwelling Statistics,or in open data format at: https://www.opendatani.gov.uk/
Building control starts and completions data are re-published annually within the Northern Ireland Housing Statistics publication. Relevant footnotes are included with each table, as necessary, and the published data are available in electronic format on DfC’s website. 
Accuracy
The statistics cover the whole of Northern Ireland.  The only measurable source of error arises from data inputting.  Missing values are not an issue.  Quality control and validation is carried out by the building control office before sending to LPS.  This includes validation of key fields (e.g. purpose group) and other internal consistency checks (e.g. that the description of works aligns with fees and costs of works).  When the data are received by LPS additional checks are carried out on the data (e.g. that Purpose Groups and dates are correct). Figures are revised on an annual basis to capture Building Control applications received outside of the quarter.
LPS New Dwelling Statistics record domestic dwelling starts and completions as defined by Building Control purpose groups. In mixed tenure developments, social housing units are typically built privately and subsequently acquired by social housing providers in ‘Off the Shelf’ transactions. Therefore, while Building Control purpose groups will correctly reflect construction of a privately owned dwelling, upon occupancy the property will, by definition, be a social dwelling. 
Timeliness
Building control starts and completions data are received from councils, collated by LPS, and published quarterly in February, May, August and November. 
Coherence and Comparability
Building Control Offices are the sole source of information on private sector new dwelling starts and completions.  All 11 District Councils make returns; therefore, there is complete coverage of Northern Ireland. 
Building Control starts and completions data published by LPS from March 2015 onwards differ from those previously published by DfC due to quality improvements made by LPS which have addressed historical difficulties with regard to late returns by councils and duplicate records. 
Analytics Division previously adjusted the private sector completions on receipt of the data due to the perceived under recording of completions data. The adjustment resulted in private sector completions being increased by a factor of 1.32 which was based on the best information available at that time. A review of DfC reporting of starts and completions data in 2014 and 2015, concluded that this adjustment was no longer required, due to improvement over the years in terms of data quality as well as the availability of a longer time series where completions eventually make their way into the series. 






Table 1.9: Social Housing Development Programme (SHDP) new social housing dwelling starts 2010-11 to 2024-26
Table 1.10: Social Housing Development Programme (SHDP) new social housing dwelling completions 2010-11 to 2024-26
Data Quality
Data Source and Validation 
The Housing Executive’s Development Programme Group (DPG) manages the Social Housing Development Programme (SHDP) on behalf of the Department for Communities (DfC). DPG is responsible for recording all new social housing Starts and Completions based on information provided by housing association delivery partners.
Official DPG figures for new social housing Starts and Completions include all Scheme Types, i.e. New Build (Acquisition & Works and Competitive Land, Design & Build [CLD&B] schemes), Off-the-Shelf ([OTS] first time acquisition from the private market), Existing Satisfactory Purchases ([ESPs] acquisition of existing homes from the private market), Acquisition & Rehabilitation (acquisition of homes from the private market with more significant works required) and Re-improvement (normally reconfiguration of existing housing association stock) – full definitions of Scheme Type are available at Scheme types | Department for Communities (communities-ni.gov.uk).
Data is populated on the database, in part, based on digital returns received from all Housing Associations. Prior to input onto the system the returns are checked and verified. Extracts from the database are also validated to ensure consistency over time and reliability of results.
The majority of social housing starts are confirmed in the final quarter of the programme year (i.e. January to March), as it often takes 6-9 months to secure Planning Permission for a new housing scheme.
For accuracy, a social sector start on-site or completion is only confirmed when appropriate levels of paperwork are received from housing associations. All correspondence/updates are now electronic.
In the case of social sector new build starts on-site, this will include:
· A solicitor’s letter confirming that the site is in the ownership of the housing association;
· Proof of Planning Permission;
· An extract of the Works Contract/Development Agreement or a Development Agreement confirming contractor’s/developer’s date of possession of the site.
Completions are recorded based on receipt of information from housing associations as follows:
· New Build/Acquisition & Rehabilitation/Re-improvement – Certificate of Practical Completion (covering the full scheme)
· Off-the-Shelf and Social Housing via Planning Gain – a copy of a letter from the association’s Solicitor confirming that the land/property is in the association’s ownership.
· Existing Satisfactory Purchase – an authorised itemised cost breakdown of completed work for each dwelling.
With the exception of a very small numbers of ‘Re-improvement’ units (which relate to reconfiguration of existing housing association stock), the completion figures cover all new additions to the overall social housing stock in Northern Ireland, i.e. whether New Build, or acquisition of properties from the private market.
This differs from Building Control Starts and Completions which are recorded as the date of first and last building control inspection. It should be noted that the Building Control social housing development figures are for new build dwelling figures only whereas the SHDP total social housing figures will also include acquisition of existing private dwellings that have undergone extensive repair and improvements to become social housing.  As these are existing dwellings, they will not be included within the Building Control social housing development figures as these are a count of new dwellings only.  
Also, LPS New Dwelling Statistics record domestic dwelling starts and completions as defined by Building Control purpose groups. In mixed tenure developments, social housing units are typically built privately and subsequently acquired by social housing providers in ‘Off the Shelf’ transactions. Therefore, while Building Control purpose groups will correctly reflect construction of a privately owned dwelling, upon occupancy the property will, by definition, be a social dwelling. 
Local councils in Northern Ireland have the power to allocate land for housing as necessary to facilitate the ‘right’ mix of housing tenures within an area including open market and special housing needs such as affordable housing. Councils will publish detailed operational planning policies for inclusion within their Local Development Plans (LDPs), which will be tailored to local circumstances and take account of the SPPS.
Accessibility/Timeliness
Annual social housing starts and completions data are available within DfC’s quarterly Northern Ireland Housing Bulletin and annually within the Northern Ireland Housing Statistics publication. 
Historical information is available indicating where social housing has been provided over the last 5 years. 
In addition, the Housing Executive publishes annual Housing Investment Plans for each of the 11 local government districts. Housing Investment Plans describe Housing Executive strategies within the respective LGDs and in particular provide details of Housing Executive performance over the past year and the programmes planned for the following year. Housing Investment Plans are published on the Housing Executive’s website at the following link: 
The Housing Executive - Housing Investment Plans.
Coherence & Comparability
The time series of social housing starts and completions data in this bulletin are coherent and are directly comparable over time. 
Links to other parts of UK
Starts and completions data from other parts of the UK can be accessed using the following link:
UK housing statistics

Table 1.11: Chained Volume Measure of housing output in Northern Ireland 2005 to 2026
Table 1.12a: Volume of output in Northern Ireland by construction sector 2005 to 2026 (current prices)
Table 1.12b: Volume of output in Northern Ireland by construction sector 2005 to 2026 (Chained Volume Measure prices and seasonally adjusted)
Description of the data 
Tables 1.11, 1.12a and 1.12b contain construction output statistics published in the Northern Ireland Construction Bulletin (an Accredited Official Statistics publication) which are intended to provide a general measure of quarterly changes in the volume and value of construction output in Northern Ireland. These figures are derived from the Northern Ireland Quarterly Construction Enquiry (QCE). This is a statutory survey of construction firms operating in Northern Ireland.  Each quarter a sample of construction firms are asked to provide details of the value of construction activity they have undertaken in a specified period (relating to work carried out in Northern Ireland only). The survey also includes public sector organisations which carry out their own construction activity.
Construction output data is revised quarterly in the Northern Ireland Construction Bulletin. This is to take account of late returns, revised data from firms, changes to grossing factors, quarterly updates to deflators and updates to seasonal adjustment. Examples of unplanned revisions include improvements to methodology and the discovery of incorrect data through quality assurance procedures. For further information on revisions refer to the following link:
QCE Revisions Policy 
Please note that the Quarterly Construction Enquiry was  rebased to 2023 within the Quarter 3 2025 publication. This resulted in changes to the level of construction output, but growth rates were maintained.
Following the seasonal adjustment review conducted in May 2026, changes have been made to some regressors and models used to seasonally adjust (where applicable) time series using X13 ARIMA SEATS. The aim of the review was to ensure that seasonal adjustment for the QCE series remains appropriate and is working well.
For further information including details on quality refer to the following link:
Construction Output Statistics
Table 1.13: Residential planning applications and decisions 2002-03 to 2025-26
Table 1.14: Residential planning decisions by classification 2015-16 to 2025-26
Table 1.15: Residential planning applications and decisions by Planning Authority 2025-26
Table 1.16: Residential planning decisions by sub-classification and Planning Authority 2025-26
Tables 1.13 to 1.16 give detail on residential planning applications and decisions.
Relevance
Data is provided at Northern Ireland and Planning Authority level. Other geographies (such as Assembly Areas) are available on request from Planning.
Accessibility and Clarity
All applications received in the year may not have had a decision issued within the same time period and applications decided in the year may not have been received in the same time period.
Accuracy
The accuracy of the data is very good. A number of validation and quality assurance processes take place. Planners are contacted if there are any queries.
Timeliness
DFI publishes an annual statistical bulletin each summer: Planning Activity Statistics
Coherence and Comparability
Residential properties include housing developments (incorporating a mixture of house types and apartments), purpose-built apartment developments, sheltered housing schemes, single dwellings including dwellings on farms, holiday chalets, caravans and mobile homes, alteration, extension or improvement of existing dwellings, residential homes or nursing homes, hotels or motels. 
From April 2015 responsibility for provision of the planning function has transferred to Local Government, this change is reflected where appropriate in the tables provided. 
For user guidance/notes on data refer to the annual bulletin at: Planning Activity Statistics.
.

