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INTRODUCTION

1.
This memo contains guidance on changes to The Housing Benefit Regulations (NI) 2006 and The Housing Benefit (Persons who have attained the qualifying age for state pension credit) Regulations (NI) 2006 as a result of the amendments made by The Social Security (Miscellaneous Amendments No 3) Regulations (NI) 2008 [SR 2008 No 410].  These regulations amend

1.
the prescribed time for claiming housing benefit where the housing benefit, persons who have attained the qualifying age for state pension regulations apply


2.
the maximum period for which housing benefit can be backdated, if good cause is shown, where the housing benefit, working age regulations apply


EFFECTIVE DATE OF CHANGES
2.
The effective date of these changes is 6 October 20081.

1  SS (Misc Amdts No 3) Regs (NI) 2008, reg 1(1)

THE PRESCRIBED TIME FOR CLAIMING HOUSING BENEFIT WHERE THE HOUSING BENEFIT, PERSONS WHO HAVE ATTAINED THE QUALIFYING AGE FOR STATE PENSION REGULATIONS APPLY

3.
Currently, where the housing benefit, persons who have attained the qualifying age for state pension credit regulations apply, a claimant has 52 weeks in which to claim benefit.  From 6 October 2008 this period has been reduced to 3 months1.  This period cannot be extended by backdating provisions for good cause.
1  HB (SPC) Regs (NI), reg 62(1)


PERIOD FOR WHICH HOUSING BENEFIT CAN BE BACKDATED WHERE THE HOUSING BENEFIT, WORKING AGE REGULATIONS APPLY

4.
Currently, where the housing benefit, working age regulations apply it is possible to backdate the claim for 52 weeks if there is continuous good cause for failing to make the claim earlier.  This period has been reduced to 6 months1.  The new 6 month period applies to all requests for backdating made on or after 6 October 2008 regardless of whether a claim was made before this date.

1  HB Regs (NI), reg 81(12)(b)


Example


A claim for housing benefit was made on 4 August 2008 and an award made on 8 October.  Subsequent to this award the claimant submits a request for their claim to be backdated for 12 months prior to the claim date of 4 August 2008.


As the request for backdating was made after 6 October 2008, the maximum period for which backdating may be considered is 6 months i.e. from 9 April 2008.


CONTACTS

If you have any queries about this memo, please contact:


Housing Benefit Support Unit


Level 2


James House


Gasworks Business Park


Belfast


Tel:  028 90 819596 or

Ext:  37596


HOUSING BENEFIT SUPPORT UNIT

October 2008
