HB Memo 1/08
[GB Version – HB/CTB A1/2008]

PATHWAYS TO WORK FOR INCAPACITY BENEFIT

Contents
Paragraphs


Introduction
1

Eligibility
2

Return to work credit
3 – 5

Contacts


INTRODUCTION

1.
Pathways to work is a new approach to help people with health problems and disabilities to consider their options for returning to work.  It has been available in some areas of Northern Ireland since October 2005 but will be available throughout Northern Ireland by the end of April 2008.

ELIGIBILITY
2.
Pathways to work will be available to customers claiming any of the following benefits

1.
Incapacity Benefit (including credits only customers).


2.
Income Support – on the grounds of incapacity.


3.
Severe Disablement Allowance.

It is also available for those appealing an Incapacity Benefit decision on their capacity for work.

RETURN TO WORK CREDIT
3.
The return to work credit is only one of a number of options available to participants in the pathways to work scheme.  In order to avail of this option participants have to have been claiming any of the above benefits for 13 weeks or more.  It is a tax free payment of £40 per week, payable for up to 52 weeks.
4.
To be eligible the customer must be starting a job that is


1.
16 hours or more per week and

2.
expected to last at least 5 week.


Their expected gross annual salary must not exceed £15,000.


EFFECT ON HOUSING BENEFIT
5.
Return to work credit will not be treated as income for Housing Benefit purposes1.
1  HB Regs (NI), Sch 6, para 13;  HB (SPC) Regs (NI), reg 27(1)


CONTACTS

If you have any queries about this memo, please contact:


Housing Benefit Support Unit

Level 2

James House


Gasworks Business Park


Belfast


Tel:  028 90 819597

HOUSING BENEFIT SUPPORT UNIT

February 2008
