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 INTRODUCTION 
 
1. This memo gives guidance on the introduction of a new prescribed disease, 

A15: Dupuytren’s Contracture, introduced by the Social Security (Industrial 
Injuries) (Prescribed Diseases) (Amendment) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 
2019 (SS (II) (PD) (Amdt) Regs (NI) 19) (SR 2019 No 204).  The changes are 
introduced following recommendations of the Industrial Injuries Advisory Council 
and take effect on 9.12.191. 

 
1  SS (II) (PD) (Amdt) Regs (NI) 19, reg 1 

 
 DUPUYTREN’S CONTRACTURE 
 

2. Dupuytren's contracture is a condition in which one or more fingers become 
permanently bent in a flexed position.  It usually begins as small hard nodules 
just under the skin of the palm, then worsens over time until the fingers can no 
longer be straightened. 

 
 PRESCRIBED DISEASE A15 
 
3. On 9.12.19 prescribed disease A15 is added to the list of prescribed diseases1.  

The Appendix to this memo gives details of the definition and occupation. 
 

1  SS (II) (PD) Regs (NI), Sch 1 Part 1 



 
 PRESUMPTION 
 
4. Where a person has contracted prescribed disease A15 there is a 

presumption1, unless the contrary is proved, that the prescribed disease is due 
to the employed earner’s employment if the person who has contracted a 
prescribed disease was employed in a prescribed occupation2. 

 
1  SS (II) (PD) Regs (NI), reg 4(2);  2  Sch 1, Part 1 

 
 REDUCED EARNINGS ALLOWANCE 
 
5. There is no entitlement to Reduced Earnings Allowance in respect of prescribed 

disease A15 because the disease was prescribed after 10.10.941. 
 

1  SS (II) (PD) Regs (NI), reg 14A 

 
 ANNOTATIONS 
 
 Please annotate the number of this memo (DMG Memo Vol 11/29) against 

DMG paragraphs: 
 
 67188, 67301 (heading), Appendix 1 (heading) 
 
 CONTACTS 
 
 If you have any queries about this memo, please contact: 
 
 Decision Making Services 
 Section 6 
 5th Floor 
 9 Lanyon Place 
 Belfast 
 BT1 3LP 
 
 Telephone: (02890) 829506 
 
 
 
 DECISION MAKING SERVICES Distribution: All holders of DMG 

Volume 11 
 
 November 2019 
 
 
 
 The content of the examples in this document (including use of imagery) 

is for illustrative purposes only 
 
  



APPENDIX 
 
PD A15 is 
 

 
Prescribed disease 
 

 
Occupation 

 
Dupuytren’s contracture of the 
hand resulting in fixed flexion 
deformity of one or more inter-
phalangeal joints of one or more 
of the digits. 

 
Any occupation involving the use 
of hand-held powered tools 
whose internal parts vibrate so as 
to transmit that vibration to the 
hand, but excluding those tools 
which are solely powered by 
hand, where 
 
(a) the use of those tools 

amounts to a period or 
periods in aggregate of at 
least 10 years 

 
(b) within that period or those 

periods, the use of those 
tools amounts to at least 2 
hours per day for 3 or more 
days per week and 

 
(c) the onset of the disease fell 

within the period or periods 
of use specified in this 
paragraph. 

 

 




Accessibility Report


		Filename: 

		dmg-memo-vol11-29.pdf




		Report created by: 

		

		Organization: 

		




[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.


		Needs manual check: 0

		Passed manually: 2

		Failed manually: 0

		Skipped: 0

		Passed: 30

		Failed: 0




Detailed Report


		Document



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set

		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF

		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF

		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order

		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified

		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar

		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents

		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast

		Page Content



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged

		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged

		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order

		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided

		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged

		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker

		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts

		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses

		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive

		Forms



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged

		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description

		Alternate Text



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text

		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read

		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content

		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation

		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text

		Tables



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot

		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR

		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers

		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column

		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary

		Lists



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L

		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI

		Headings



		Rule Name		Status		Description

		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting






Back to Top
