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Our plan for museums in
Northern Ireland

What do you think?




Easy Read This is an Easy Read version of
some information.

It uses easier words and pictures.

Some people may still want help
to read it.

Some words are bold to show they
are important.

We explain bold words if they are
hard to understand.
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What do you think about this Easy
Read booklet?

Please fill in this survey to tell us
what you think: www.easy-read-
online.co.uk/easy-read-feedback-

survey
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About this booklet

( Department for \
Communities
This booklet is from the
Pobal ..
Department for Communities.
Commonities
www.communities-ni.gov.uk

\_ _J

We are part of the government in
Northern Ireland.

This booklet is about our new plan
for museums in Northern Ireland.
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About our plan

Our plan is about how we will
support museums in Northern
Ireland over the next 10 years.

Our plan includes:

o°,
What we & . . ..
want 6;\ e Avision - this is what we want
A our plan to do and how we want
§)
N museums to be used.
]

j: — e 12 aims - these are our goals for

S museums.

Vi —

e Actions - these are the things
we think should happen to make
sure our goals are reached.
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What do you think?

Freeoeeeaty 1] LolsaeeLs

Our plan is not ready to share yet

This is because we want to know
what people think of our plan
before we finish and share it.

You can tell us what you think of
our plan by:

e Reading the information in this
booklet.

e Answering the questions
throughout the booklet.
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—HHHHHH—

22 June You have until 22 June 2026 to
2026 send us your answetrs.

We will write and share a report
about what people think of our
plan.

Ceeerryresbuviiuy el

Your answers may be included in
this report, but we will not include
any personal information.

This means nobody will know that
your answers have come from you.
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Before you start

Before you start answering
questions about our plan, please
answer these questions about
yourself.

Question 1: Who are you
answering these questions as?

Myself

An organisation
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CRUerresssrULITIY R

Report

Question 2: If you are answering
these questions for an
organisation, please write the
name of the organisation here:

Question 3: Are you okay with us
sharing your answers in a report?

Remember, nobody will know your
answers came from you.

Yes, you can use and share
my answers

No, please do not use and
share my answers
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Our plan

Our vision

o°,
W""V:tn‘t"’e 6\ Remember, this is what we want
5 our plan to do and how we want
\3; \ museums to be used.

0 ] o
N\ - )

We want our plan to help:

® Make sure that everyone can
enjoy museums and history.

SIUAD

e People become interested in
museums and history.
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We also want our plan to support
museums to be places that:

e Improve people’s wellbeing.

e Bring local people together.

s - Question 4: How much do you

& . . . .
& = agree or disagree with our vision?

Definitely Slightly - Slightly Definitely
agree agree Neither disagree disagree

]
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Question 5: Please tell us any
comments you have about our
vision:
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Aims 1 to 4

Aims 1 to 4 are about how
museums can support local people
to live good lives.

Aim 1 is to use museums to help
improve people’s health and
wellbeing through their visits or by
taking part in activities.

Aim 1 Question 6: How much do you
agree or disagree with aim 17

Definitely Slightly - Slightly Definitely
agree agree Neither disagree disagree

L
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Aim 2 is to use museums to help
people be creative and learn new

things.

) -
™3 ’

N
N
N
—
=
I~

Question 7: How much do you
agree or disagree with aim 27

Definitely Slightly - Slightly Definitely
agree agree Neither disagree disagree

L
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Aim 3 is to make sure that people
can:

e Get information about the
historical objects that are in
museums.

e Use this information to learn
about history, and make their
own decisions about history.

Aim 3 Question 8: How much do you
agree or disagree with aim 3?

Definitely Slightly - Slightly Definitely
agree agree Neither disagree disagree

L
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Aim 4 is to help museums do new
things to attract more visitors.

Aim & Question 9: How much do you
agree or disagree with aim 4?

Definitely Slightly - Slightly Definitely
agree agree Neither disagree disagree

L
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Question 10: Please tell us any
comments you have about aims 1
to 4:

Page 17 of 41



Aims 5to 8

Aims 5 to 8 are about connecting
museums to the local area they
are in.

Aim 5 is to make sure museums
can be used and enjoyed by all
local people, including disabled

people.

—

Aim 5 Question 11: How much do you
agree or disagree with aim 57

Definitely Slightly - Slightly Definitely
agree agree Neither disagree disagree

L
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Aim 6 is to help museums show
people the history of the local area

they are in.

—

Aim 6 Question 12: How much do you
agree or disagree with aim 67

Definitely Slightly - Slightly Definitely
agree agree Neither disagree disagree

L
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Aim 7 is for museums to show and
celebrate the history of people
from all different backgrounds.

Aim 7 Question 13: How much do you
agree or disagree with aim 77

Definitely Slightly - Slightly Definitely
agree agree Neither disagree disagree

L
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Definitely Slightly
agree agree

L

Aim 8 is to make sure museums:

e Teach people about the
environment and what harms it.

The environment is where we
live. It includes the land, the seq,
the air and everything that lives
in and on it.

e Work in a way that does not
harm the environment.

Question 14: How much do you
agree or disagree with aim 8?

- Slightly Definitely
Neither disagree disagree
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Question 15: Please tell us any
comments you have about aims 5
to 8:
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Aims 9to 12

Aims 9 to 12 are about the way
museums fit in with other
organisations.

Aim 9 is to show how museums
can help the government achieve
its goals for Northern Ireland.

Aim 9 Question 16: How much do you
agree or disagree with aim 97

Definitely Slightly - Slightly Definitely
agree agree Neither disagree disagree
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Aim 10 is to:

e Help museums do their work
well and work together.

e Spend enough money on
supporting museums to do this.

Aim 10 Question 17: How much do you
agree or disagree with aim 10?

Definitely Slightly . Slightly Definitely
agree agree Neither disagree disagree

L
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Aim 11 is to help museums work
with other organisations to
celebrate history and culture.

Question 18: How much do you
agree or disagree with aim 11?

Definitely Slightly - Slightly Definitely
agree agree Neither disagree disagree

L
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Aim 12 is to help museums work
with other organisations to
support local areas and people.

Aim 12 Question 19: How much do you
agree or disagree with aim 12?

Definitely Slightly - Slightly Definitely
agree agree Neither disagree disagree

L
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Question 20: Please tell us any
comments you have about aims 9
to 12:
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Actions

Remember, actions are the things
we think should happen to make
sure we reach our goals.

We think accreditation for
museums should stay in place.

Accreditation is when a museum
meets certain standards in how it
is run and how it cares for its
historical objects.

Question 21: How much do you
agree or disagree with this action?

Action

X

Definitely Slightly . Slightly Definitely
agree agree Neither disagree disagree

L
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We think the NI Museums Council
should support more museums to

More get accreditation.
e
Action Question 22: How much do you
agree or disagree with this action?

X

Definitely Slightly . Slightly Definitely
agree agree Neither disagree disagree

L

Page 29 of 41



We think the NI Museums Council
should give more grants to
museums with accreditation.

A grant is money that is given to
be spent on specific projects.

Action Question 23: How much do you
agree or disagree with this action?

Definitely Slightly . Slightly Definitely
agree agree Neither disagree disagree

L
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We think the NI Museums Council
should look at giving grants to
support museums to work with
schools and young people.

Action Question 24: How much do you

agree or disagree with this action?

Definitely Slightly : Slightly Definitely
agree agree Neither disagree disagree

L
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We think we should work with the
NI Museums Council to support
museums that have historical
objects that are important to our
country and need special care.

,

Action Question 25: How much do you

agree or disagree with this action?

Definitely Slightly Neither Slightly Definitely
agree agree disagree disagree

L
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Question 26: Please tell us any
comments you have about these 5
actions:
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We also think we need to check
how much money museums need
to improve.

Then, make a plan for how we can
pay for what museums need.

CEUCrrespuUI LYY

—

Action Question 27: How much do you
agree or disagree with this action?

Definitely Slightly - Slightly Definitely
agree agree Neither disagree disagree

o
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We think we need to find out more
about how museums are good for
people and local areas.

]

Action Question 28: How much do you
agree or disagree with this action?

Definitely Slightly - Slightly Definitely
agree agree Neither disagree disagree

L
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We think we need to look at what
skills museum staff need, and
then make a plan to help museum
staff get these skills.

Question 29: How much do you
agree or disagree with this action?

Action

X

Definitely Slightly - Slightly Definitely
agree agree Neither disagree disagree

L
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We think we should come up with
new ways of helping museums
work with other organisations.

Question 30: How much do you
agree or disagree with this action?

Action

X

Definitely Slightly - Slightly Definitely
agree agree Neither disagree disagree

L
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The government gives museums
some money to help them do their
work well.

But we think we should do more to
help museums find new ways of
getting money.

Action Question 31: How much do you
agree or disagree with this action?

Definitely Slightly Neither Slightly Definitely
agree agree disagree disagree

o
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Question 32: Please tell us any
comments you have about these 5
actions:
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Sending your answers

—HHHHHH—

22 June
2026

You have until 22 June 2026 to
send us your answers.

If you have answered these
questions on paper, please post
your answers to:

Culture Policy Branch

Level 7

Department for Communities (DfC)
Causeway Exchange

1-7 Bedford Street

Belfast

BT2 7EG

If you have answered these
questions on your computer,
please email your answers to:

hccconsultation@communities-
ni.qov.uk
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Find out more

You can look at our website here:
www.communities-ni.gov.uk/
consultations/consultation-
museums-policy-northern-ireland

Commonities

This Easy Read booklet was produced by easy-read-online.co.uk
The booklet includes images licensed from Shutterstock.
Ulster Museum photo by kind permission of National Museums NI.
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