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[bookmark: _Hlk180580674]COPYRIGHT AND LICENSING AGREEMENT

Section 1: The Parties
	[bookmark: _Hlk208562421]This Copyright and Licensing Agreement (hereinafter referred to as the ‘’Agreement’’) is entered into as of Click here to enter a date   (hereinafter referred to as the ‘’Effective Date’’)  by and between (Company Name),  Click here to enter company name with a mailing address of (Company address and Email address) Click here to enter company address and company email address  (hereinafter referred to as the ‘’Licensor’’) and Historic Environment Division on behalf of the Department for Communities (hereinafter referred to as “HED’’) collectively referred to as the ‘’Parties’’, both of whom agree to be bound by this Agreement.  
If you have any questions about this Agreement, please contact HED HERoNI team on HERoNI@communities-ni.gov.uk. When completed, please return this Agreement to HED along with the final comprehensive report.



Section 2: Details of the excavation pertaining to the agreement
	[bookmark: _Hlk181016027]Site Name: Click here to enter text.

	Licence Number: Click here to enter text.

	Site Licensee: Click here to enter text.



Section 3: Grant of Rights
3.1 What is being licensed?
	It is a condition of the Licence to Excavate for Archaeological Purposes that the applicant(s) provides HED with the following documentation:
1) Comprehensive Report on the excavation (final version)
2) Excavation Archive Inventory Workbook
3) GIS Dataset in the required format
4) Digital Archive* 
(hereinafter referred to separately or together as the “Excavation Assets”)

The Excavation Assets will be added to the Historic Environment Record of Northern Ireland (HERoNI) which facilitates research and enables display in archives and museums, which in turn encourages public engagement and wider enjoyment of our historic environment.

Further information regarding the conditions of an excavation Licence and details on the Excavation Assets can be found in section 9 of Application for a Licence to Excavate for Archaeological Purposes (DFC 2024 or any replacement document published by the Department for Communities). 

*A Digital Archive will need to be provided by the Licensor (known as the company/ licence holder) from January 2026 onwards. Further details on what is needed for the Digital Archive will be found in the Guidance for the Creation and Management of Digital Archaeological Archives in Northern Ireland (DfC, forthcoming 2025) 

Please also refer to Guidance for the Creation and Care of Archaeological Archives in Northern Ireland (DFC 2024 or any replacement document published by the Department for Communities). 

Please note that HED are not currently in a position to accept deposition of full documentary archives 


3.2 Grant of Rights
	This Agreement is designed to establish who owns the copyright, database right, design right and rights of a similar nature to copyright (hereafter “the Rights”) in the Excavation Assets and to confirm how and in what ways HED can use the Excavation Assets.

The Licensor retains Rights in the Excavation Assets either as owner of the Rights or as an authorised agent for the owner of the Rights.

As a condition of the Licence to Excavate for Archaeological Purposes, the Licensor hereby grants the Department for Communities a perpetual, worldwide, non-exclusive, royalty free, irrevocable licence to reproduce the Excavation Assets in their original form or edited, modified or amended and to make the Excavation Assets available to the public for any personal, non-commercial or research purpose, in any medium, with credit to the Licensor, subject to any Embargo Period detailed in section 3.3.


3.3 Embargo Period due to confidentiality
	HED should be advised upon submission if the Comprehensive Report and/or GIS Dataset contains information that needs to remain confidential for a defined period of time after the Effective Date up to a maximum of six months (hereafter the “Embargo Period”).

The Licensor needs to provide a reasonable justification regarding why an Embargo Period is necessary. All Embargo Periods need to be agreed by HED.

For the purpose of this Agreement and as agreed with HED (please complete or delete as necessary):
· The Comprehensive Report shall not be made available to the public for an Embargo Period of Click here to enter number of months months from the Effective Date.
· The GIS Dataset shall not be made available to the public for an Embargo Period of
Click here to enter number of months months from the Effective Date.

Unless an Embargo Period is indicated above, HED will make the Excavation Assets available to the public as soon as possible after the Effective Date.



3.4 Credits
	HED will use their best endeavours to credit the Licensor when making the Excavation Assets available to the public by using the Licensor’s name or using the credit provided below:
Click here to enter text.



Section 4: Third party contributions
	The Licensor is responsible for obtaining any licences, permissions or consents from third parties, including images, reports and datasets from sub-contracted specialists and contributors, to ensure that the full contents of the Excavation Assets can be made available to the public as detailed in section 3 of this Agreement.

It is recommended that the Licensor has written evidence or contracts with specialists and contributors which cover: 
· a transfer of ownership of Rights to the Licensor or permission for the Licensor and the Department for Communities to use their contributions 
· permission to identify contributors by name 
· an opportunity for contributors to state they wish to remain anonymous.

If the licensor is submitting third party contributions to HED as part of the documentary archive, written evidence and / or contracts of obtaining permissions/consents must be included.

	Are there specialist contributions in the Excavation Assets?
Yes ☐    No ☐

	Have necessary permissions been obtained?
Yes ☐    No ☐   N/A ☐  
(N/A should only be checked if no third-party contributions are made. It is the Licensor's responsibility to ensure third party permission has been obtained).

	Has the third-party contributor(s) requested to stay anonymous?
Yes ☐    No ☐

If yes, please provide details:

Click here to enter text.

If one or more reports in the Excavation Assets have different requests, please outline below what needs to remain anonymous so that HED are aware and the third party contributor is protected:

Click here to enter text.




Section 5: Warranties and Liability
	By signing this agreement, I/we warrant and undertake HED that:
1) The Licensor is the legal owner of the Rights contained within the Excavation Assets and/or is entitled to grant to HED the Rights in this Agreement free from any encumbrances, charges, options and licences; 
2) The Excavation Assets in themselves do not constitute an infringement of any third party’s copyright or other intellectual property rights; 
3) The exercise by HED of the Rights licensed in this Agreement will not infringe the rights of any third party; 
4) I/we are not aware of any third parties who might be entitled to prevent HED from using the Rights granted under this Agreement; and
5) I/we have declared to HED if any third party contributor wishes to stay anonymous in section 4 of this Agreement.

The Licensor agrees to indemnify HED against any losses, damages, costs and expenses that HED may suffer as a result of any breach of warranty or the grant of the licence under this Agreement.


Section 6: Authorisation
	This Agreement shall be governed by and is subject to laws of Northern Ireland and the parties agree to accept the exclusive jurisdiction of the Northern Irish courts.

For and on behalf of the Licensor (company)

Signed:Click here to sign.

Name:Click here to enter name. 

Date:Click here to enter a date.

For and on behalf of the Historic Environment Division on behalf of the Department for Communities (HED) 

Signed:Click here to sign (HED staff).

Name:Click here to enter name.  

Date:Click here to enter a date.

May we release your contact details to enquirers? Please note that these details will be stored in compliance with the Data Protection Act 2018 and will only be used for the purposes of contacting the Licensor to seek copyright permission. 
Yes ☐ No ☐
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